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Prelude        
 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn             “For All the Saints”           677 

 
 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 

P After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no 

one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing 

white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And 

they cried out in a loud voice: 

C “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb.” 
 

P All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before 

the throne and worshiped God, saying: 

C “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and 

power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 
 

P Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and 

night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them 

with his presence. 

C ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. And 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
 

P Let us remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us 

in the faith, for they were created by God to offer Him praise and 

thanksgiving forever. He gave them new life through His Son in 

Holy Baptism, nourished them in the company of His people at His 

holy table, and in His mercy has summoned them to His nearer 

presence so that they may continue in joyful service of Him forever. 

 

T 
T  Brenda Sigmon Garcia              1/6/1940 – 11/4/2020  

T 

T  Margie Belle Sigmon Bowman         12/16/1928 – 1/18/2021  
T 

T  Bobby Eugene Matthews            12/9/1928 – 1/31/2021  
T 

T  Norma “Kay” Propst Bolick             1/11/1938 – 2/2/2021  

T 

T  Carol Lea Fentress McRee             4/14/1926 – 2/8/2021  
T 
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T  Brenda Simmons Fulbright           1/21/1941 – 2/15/2021  
T 

T  Mary Sue Rayle Smith            4/23/1933 – 3/20/2021  
T 

T  Rebecca Elmore Jenkins   9/3/1947 – 5/25/2021  

T 

T  Susan Keller Allison            3/27/1960 – 10/4/2021  
T 

T  Joan Elizabeth Rowe          11/9/1929 – 10/13/2021  
T 

T 
P In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life, we remember before 

You, O Lord, all our friends and family who have gone before us in 

faith, whom we now name in our hearts. . . giving thanks for their 

life and witness. Grant us grace to follow them in faith, holding fast 

to the certainty of Your promise in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

Response Hymn  “For All the Saints” (st. 6-8)           677 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray, 

C Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful 

people of all times and places into one holy communion, the 

mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow 

Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together 

with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have 

prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
We sit. 

First Reading              Revelation 7:9-17 
 

 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing 

around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 

fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! 

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

 the sun shall not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat. 
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Anthem          “Children of God Are We”    John A. Behnke 

Children of God are we, are we. 

What we will be has not yet appeared.  

For when He appears we will be like Him 

When He appears we will be like Him. 

For we shall see Him as He is. 
 

 

Second Reading           1 John 3:1-3 
 

 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him 

purifies himself as he is pure. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
Alleluia Verse 

 

 
 

 

Gospel       Matthew 5:1-12 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 

 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 
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 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 

 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 

is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day      “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”      670 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon   “We Are God’s Children Now”    Pastor Michael Geml 
 

We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
Prayers 

 

 
Prayer Before Communion 

P Let us pray. 

C O Lord, our God, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be 

Christians and granted us the remission of sins. Make us ready 

to receive the most holy body and blood of Christ for the 

forgiveness of all our sins, and grant us grateful hearts that we 

may give thanks to You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 



9 

our flesh to bear our sin and to be our Savior. We rejoice that by 

His death and resurrection You have called us to be Your saints 

and have promised to bless us forever! 
 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, we ask You, O Lord, to bless us as 

we share in the one loaf and partake of the one cup of salvation. 

Along with all Your saints, both those who wait for You on earth 

and those who are in heaven with You, we praise Your holy name 

as we say: 

C “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen.” 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P  The peace  T  of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 

We sit. 

Distribution Hymns  “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” 676 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 
We stand. 
Post-Communion Collect 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn         “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”         673 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Postlude 


